Infections in patients with chronic kidney disease.
There has been a notable lack of research activity regarding major infections in patients with advanced chronic kidney disease. To an outsider, this might seem unexpected, because uremia has long been considered a state of immune hyporesponsiveness and rates of major bacterial infection, like septicemia and pneumonia, are known to be orders of magnitude more likely in dialysis populations than in the general population. This article reviews recent literature on the topic, focusing predominantly on the clinical epidemiology of major bacterial infections in dialysis patients, the links between bacterial infections and cardiovascular disease, and randomized trials of interventions designed to prevent these infections.